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Butter  production  in  35  major  producing  countries 
totaled  10.1  billion  pounds  in  1971,  a  decline  of  2 
percent  from  1970.  the  third  consecutive  year  that 
aggregate  butter  output  has  trended  downward. 

In  Western  Europe,  the  largest  producing  area, 
butter  output  was  3.9  billion  pounds,  down  about  100 
million  from  a  year  earlier.  The  major  factors 
affecting  the  butter  output  in  this  area  were  the 
virtually  unchanged  milk  production  from  a  year 
earlier  and  the  rising  proportion  of  manufacturing 
milk  being  used  in  producing  cheese. 

EC  butter  production  continued  to  decline  in  1971. 
It  was  down  about  3  percent  from  1970.  Small 
increases  in  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  were  more  than 
offset  by  decreased  production  in  Belgium  at  8  per- 
cent; France,  I  percent;  and  West  Germany,  7 
percent.  Butter  production  in  the  other  West 
European  countries  decreased  for  the  most 
part — down  2  percent  from  the  previous  year.  Only 
three  countries,  Ireland,  Norway,  and  United 
Kingdon,  showed  increased  output. 

Eastern  Europe's  production  was  up  1  percent  over 
1970.  In  the  USSR,  the  world's  largest  producer  of 
butter,  output  was  estimated  at  2.3  billion  pounds — a 
reduction  of  3  percent  from  1970. 

In  Oceania,  butter  production  was  down 
sharply — off  6  percent  from  1970.  Lower  output  of 
butter  in  New  Zealand  for  1971  was  the  result  of  a 
slow  recovery  from  the  severe  drought  of  1970  com- 
bined with  the  Dairy  Board's  decision  to  divert  more 
milk  into  the  production  of  cheese.  The  Australian 
Dairy  Council  anticipating  the  virtual  cutoff  from  the 
European  market,  in  particular  the  United  Kingdom 
at  the  beginning  of  1973,  requested  that  butter 
production  be  limited  to  473  billion  pounds.  How- 
ever, the  effects  of  a  dry  fall  in  the  principal  dairy 
States  resulted  in  a  larger  reduction  than  was  pre- 
viously envisioned. 


In  South  America,  production  expanded  by  4 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.  One  country  accounted 
for  all  of  the  increase.  Argentina,  which  had 
experienced  drought  difficulties  in  1970,  rebounded 
with  a  rise  of  25  percent.  In  North  America,  butter 
production  decreased  by  3  percent  as  a  result  of  a 
sharp  reduction  in  Canadian  output. 

Cheese  production  in  the  past  two  decades  has 
been  increasing,  and  last  year  the  trend  continued. 
Total  cheese  production  in  the  33  major  producing 
countries  was  estimated  at  1 1 .4  billion  pounds — up  7 
percent  over  the  1 970  level  with  both  total  production 
and  the  growth  rate  being  records.  All  major 
producing  areas  of  the  world  showed  increased 
output.  Only  two  countries,  Australia  and  the  USSR, 
decreased  production  in  1971.  Australia  was  down 
about  1  percent  and  the  USSR,  3  percent.  The 
percentage  increases  for  the  other  countries  ranged 
from  a  high  of  25  percent  in  Argentina  to  a  low  of  I 
percent  in  New  Zealand. 

In  Western  Europe,  the  largest  producing  and 
consuming  area,  cheese  production  was  5.5  billion 
pounds  or  an  increase  of  7  percent  over  1970.  All  EC 
member  countries  except  Luxembourg  reported 
increased  cheese  output  from  the  previous  year. 
Production  of  3.8  billion  pounds  in  the  EC  accounted 
for  one-third  of  world's  cheese  output. 

Oceania  had  the  smallest  increase  of  any  area  in 
1971 — slightly  less  than  1  percent  over  a  year  earlier. 
Australia  decreased  cheese  production  by  1  billion 
pounds  while  New  Zealand  increased  by  3  billion. 

Again,  the  persistent  upward  trend  in  cheese 
production  indicates  a  continued  firm  market.  Even 
with  rising  prices  in  1971.  consumer  demand  for 
cheese  remained  strong.  In  spite  of  higher  world  out- 
put, cheese  stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  1971  were 
about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 


CHEESE:     ll     Production  in  specified  countries,  1969-71 
(In  millions  of  pounds) 


:  1969 

1970 

1971  2/ 

Continent  and  country 

:  Factory 

Total 

Factory 

Total 

Factory 

Total 

North  America: 

297 

207 

?1  5 

?1  5 

749 

94Q 

United  States  

•   1  990 

1 ,990 

?  ?n4 

2  380 

Total  

:  2,197 

2,197 

2,419 

2,419 

2,629 

2,629 

kj.  u  1 1    /llllc:;  L  i.  L.  d  . 

395 

395 

357 

357 

445 

445 

268 

268 

243 

243 

279 

279 

Oiile  

28 

34 

28 

35 

29 

36 

:  (3/) 

51 

(3/) 

51 

(3/) 

53 

Total  

:  691 

748 

628 

686 

753 

813 

Europe : 

Belgium  :  69 

France  4/  :  1,263 

Germany,  West  :  581 

Italy  4/  :  (3/) 


Luxembourg . , 
Netherlands , 
Total  EC. 


3 

592 


2,508 


90 
240 

77 
(3/) 

63 
106 

14 

33 
127 
180 
243 


U 


Austria  

Denmark  

Finland  

Greece  4/  

Ire  land  

Norway  4/  

Portugal  4/ . .  . 

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland . .  , 
United  Kingdom 

Total  Western  Europe  3,681 

Bulgaria  4/ . . . 
Czechos lovakia 
Germany,  East. 

Hungary  

Poland  

Romania    

Total  Eastern  Europe  859 

Total  Europe  :  4,540 

,S.S 


158 
137 
282 
42 
91 
149 


.R. 


950 


Africa : 

South  Africa,  Republic 

of  6/  :  52_ 

Oceania : 

Australia  :  161 

New  Zealand  :  219 

Total  :  380 


Grand  total  :  8,810 


71 
1,316 
590 
860 
3 

606 


3,446 


94 
240 

77 
281 

63 
106 

14 

33 
127 
180 
265 


s926 


158 
137 
282 
42 
91 
149 


859 


5,785 


950 


54 


161 
219 


380 


10,114 


80 
1,349 
591 
(3/) 
3 

611 


2,634 


97 
244 

90 
(3/) 

73 
115 

16 

46 
133 
184 
264 


3.896 


169 
140 
280 
54 
97 
154 


894 


4,790 


1,054 


85 
1,402 
600 
872 
3 

624 


3,586 


101 
244 

90 
285 

73 
115 

16 

46 
133 
184 
288 


5,161 


169 
140 
280 
54 
97 
154 


894 


6.055 


1,054 


94 
1,412 
621 
(3/) 
3 

666 


2,796 


105 
264 
97 
(3/) 
5/  82 
120 
5/  17 
47 
137 
192 
318 


4.175 


5/173 
5/143 
5/285 
5/  55 
132 
5/156 


944 


5,119 


1.027 


41 


43 


47 


172 
228 


400 


9,332 


172 
228 


400 


10,657 


171 


402 


9,977 


1/    Cheese  made  from  cow's  milk,  unless  otherwise  noted.     2/  Preliminary. 
3/    Not  available.     4/    Made  from  the  milk  of  cows  and  other  animals. 
5/    Estimated.     6/     Year  ending  Sept.  30. 
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BUTTER:     Production  in  specified  countries,  1969-71 
(In  millions  of  pounds) 


1969 


1970 


1971  1/ 


Continent  and  country 

Factory 

ioca  1 

r  dc  u  u  t  y 

LUl-  a  L 

a  r*  t"     T*  \7 
r  dL-  l,\J  L  y 

Totsl 

North  Ainerica.; 

Canada 

350 

353 

328 

331 

287 

290 

United  States   

. . :  1,118 

1 ,126 

1,137 

1,143 

1  ,143 

2/1,143 

Total   

1,468 

1 ,479 

1,465 

1 ,474 

1,430 

1,433 

fim  1 1"  V>   Amp  fi  PA* 

77 

77 

61 

61 

76 

76 

:  139 

139 

117 

117 

111 

111 

:  13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

(3/) 

12 

(3/) 

12 

(3/) 

12 

. .  :  12 

12 

13 

13 

4/  12 

4/  12 

241 

253 

204 

216 

212 

224 

Europe :  : 

Belgium   :  162 

France   :  1 ,045 

Germany,  West   :  1,124 

Italy   :  (3/) 


Luxembourg  2/ 
Netherlands 
Total  EC  , 


15 
247 


2,593 


Austria   

Denmark   

Finland   

Greece  5_/   

Ireland   

Norway   

Portugal   

Spain  y.  

Sv7eden   

Switzerland2/  

United  Kingdom  

Total  Western  Europe, 

Bulgaria  2_/  ... 
Czechoslovakia 


91 
319 
220 
(3/) 
166 
47 
12 
14 
139 
70 
125 


3,796 


2/ 


32 
192 


Germany,  East   :  (2/) 

Hungary  2/   :  47 

Poland  2/   :  259 

Romania  2/   :  68 

Yugoslavia   :  ( 3 / ) 

Total  Eastern  Europe. :  598 


U 


Total  Europe  :  4,394 

,S.S 


2,103 


Africa : 

South  Africa,  Republic 
of  6/ 

Asia : 

Japan   

Oceania : 

Australia   

New  Zealand   


122 


92 


Grand  total.  .  :  9,497 


206 
1,199 
1,151 

116 
15 

247 


2,934 


104 
319 
223 
18 
172 
51 
12 
14 
139 
70 
132 


4,188 


32 
192 
474 

47 
259 

68 

AO 


1,112 


5,300 


2,370 


124 


150 
986 
1,088 
(3/) 
15 
266 


2,505 


90 
290 
190 
(3/) 
155 
39 
'  9 
16 

no 

63 
141 


3,608 


31 
192 
(3/) 

45 
281 

68 


617 


4,225 


2,123 


97 


194 
1,129 
1 .  U4 

117 
15 

266 


2,835 


102 
290 
192 

17 
159 

■'i2 
4/  9 

IC 
110 

63 
149 


3,934 


31 
192 
476 

45 
281 

68 

40 


1,133 


5,117 


2,352 


99 


140 
975 
1,018 
(30 
4/  15 
274 


2,422 


89 
272 
184 
(3/) 
162 

40 
9 

15 
102 

62 
I'O 


3,502 


32 
l'^2 
(3/) 
37 
282 
64 
(3/) 


607 


4,109 


2,253 


100 


92 


99 


99 


106 


106 


474 

:  476 

:  471 

:  473 

:  430 

:  ^02 

603 

:  603 

:  488 

:  488 

473 

:  473 

:  1,077 

:  1,079 

:  959 

:  961 

:  903 

:  905 

:  9,497 

:10,697 

:  9,172 

:  103 18 

:  9,113 

:  10,072 

1^/     Preliminary,     2^/  Creamery  Butter  only.     3_/  Not  available.  4/  Estimated.  5^.'  Made 
from  milk  of  cows  and  other  ani:nals.  6_/  Year  ending  Sept.  30. 
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INCREASED  WORLD  MILK  PRODUCTION  IN  1971 


World  milk  production  in  1971  increased  by  a 
scant  0.8  percent  according  to  preliminary  pro- 
duction estimates  for  36  countries  that  account  for 
most  of  the  world's  output.  Total  milk  production 
was  estimated  at  732  billion  pounds,  compared  with 
726  billion  in  1970. 

Production  in  Western  Europe,  accounting  for 
one-third  of  world  output,  remained  at  242  billion 
pounds — the  same  as  1970.  Increased  producer 
prices  in  1970  and  1971  stemmed  the  decline  of  milk 
output.  Even  though  a  high  rate  of  inflation  existed, 
these  price  changes  were  large  enough  to  influence 
production.  In  such  countries  as  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, West  Germany,  and  Sweden,  the  decline  of 
recent  years  slowed  and  in  France,  Ireland,  Italy, 
Norway,  and  Switzerland  the  trend  was  reversed. 
The  expansion  of  milk  production  in  recent  years  in 
Greece,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
continued  in  1971. 

in  France,  the  largest  milk  producing  country  in 
Western  Europe,  production  rose  i  percent  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was 
attributed  entirely  to  higher  average  yield  per  cow, 
as  cow  numbers  decreased  slightly. 

In  West  Germany,  the  second  largest  milk  pro- 
ducer in  Western  Europe,  output  decreased  by  2  per- 
cent. A  2.5  percent  drop  in  cow  numbers  in  con- 
junction with  a  very  small  increased  yield  per  cow 
accounted  for  the  decline. 

Milk  production  in  Denmark  dropped  by  2  per- 
cent from  1970,  the  sixth  straight  year  that  output 
has  decreased.  However,  this  represents  the  smallest 
decline  in  the  past  5  years,  owing  mostly  to  the 
higher  prices  received  for  dairy  products  on  the 
world  market. 

In  Norway  milk  production  increased  2  percent 
and  in  Switzerland,  1  percent.  The  increased  output 
in  Norway  came  from  larger  than  normal  increase  in 
the  yield  per  cow — up  409  pounds  over  1970.  I  he 
stimulated  milk  production  in  Switzerland  was 
attributed  mostly  to  the  6.9  percent  price  increase 
for  milk  on  May  1,  1971.  The  price  rise  resulted  in 
the  expansion  of  both  cow  numbers  and  yield  per 
cow  in  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

A  substantial  improvement  in  the  producer  price 
of  milk   in   Sweden   in    1971 — particularly  after 


July — and  the  decreased  rate  of  decline  in  the 
numbers  of  milk  cows  caused  some  increase  in  milk 
production  the  second  half  of  the  year.  Even  so,  the 
1971  output  was  2  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

Milk  production  in  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
tinued to  increase — up  3  percent  in  1971.  A  warm 
winter  and  early  spring  kept  pastures  in  good  con- 
dition and  along  with  a  fractional  increase  in  cow 
numbers  helped  raise  output. 

Eastern  Europe's  output,  after  leveling  off  for  the 
past  3  years,  increased  by  2  percent  from  1970.  in 
general  the  rise  in  production  for  the  centrally  plan- 
ned economies  was  the  result  of  the  steadying 
influence  of  governmental  measures  on  agriculture. 
In  the  USSR,  the  world's  largest  producer  of  milk, 
output  was  estimated  at  183  billion  pounds— up  1 
percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

In  South  America,  milk  production  recovered 
from  last  year.  Argentina  and  Brazil  increased  out- 
put by  4  percent.  For  Argentina,  this  was  almost  a 
complete  recovery  from  the  drought  reduced  level  of 
the  previous  year.  Brazil's  output  of  18  billion 
pounds  in  1971  was  a  record.  Except  for  Colombia 
and  Uruguay,  all  other  South  American  countries 
showed  increased  output. 

North  American  production  was  up  less  than  1 
percent.  In  the  United  States,  production  increased 
less  than  1  percent  for  the  second  consecutive  year, 
with  yield  per  cow  a  little  more  than  2  percent  above 
a  year  earlier.  Mexico's  output  was  virtually 
unchanged  from  the  previous  year.  Canadian  pro- 
duction declined  3  percent  from  1970  because  of  a 
sharp  drop  in  cow  numbers. 

In  Oceania,  the  1971  output  of  milk  declined  2 
percent.  The  recovery  of  New  Zealand's  dairy  pro- 
duction from  the  drought  in  1970  has  been  less  than 
was  predicted,  only  3  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
The  higher  culling  rate  of  dairy  cows  in  1 970  and  the 
cost-price  squeeze  caused  by  a  growing  inflation  has 
made  the  recovery  in  milk  production  slower  than 
was  expected.  Australian  production  decreased 
about  5  percent  from  1970.  Dry  weather  in  the  major 
dairy  states,  particularly  Victoria,  and  a  drop  of  2.8 
percent  in  dairy  cattle  number  contributed  to  the 
decline. 


Cow's  milk:     Production  in  major  dairying  countries, 
average  1961-65.  annual  1969-71.  with  comparisons 


Countries 

Average 
1961-65 

1969 

1970 

1971  1/  : 

1971  as 
7o  of  1970 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million  : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent 

18,504 

18,698 

18,236 

17,777 

97 

7,798 

10,738 

10,800 

10,850 

100 

United  States... 

125,660 

116,345 

117,436 

118,640 

101 

10,300 

10,044 

9,250 

9,620 

104 

12,661 

16,344 

17,025 

17,706 

104 

4,062 

4,894 

5,075 

5,000 

99 

2/  1,574 

1,756 

1,775 

1,800 

101 

1,646 

1,690 

1,685 

1,680 

100 

1,222 

1,717 

1,750 

1,800 

103 

Austria  . . „  

6,750 

7,330 

7,337 

7,233 

99 

8,792 

9,128 

8,854 

8,763 

99 

Denmark   

11,713 

10,752 

10,207 

10,050 

98 

8,208 

7,705 

7,200 

7,160 

99 

55,206 

60,975 

60,064 

60,746 

101 

1,050 

1,217 

1,257 

1,280 

102 

Germany,  West... 

45,368 

48,977 

48 , 184 

47,350 

98 

6,465 

8,122 

7,987 

8,255 

103 

20,508 

20,062 

19,700 

20,000 

102 

Luxembourg  „ . . . . 

413 

456 

467 

470 

101 

15,578 

17,582 

18,164 

18,466 

102 

3,638 

4,030 

3,757 

3,836 

102 

5,123 

7,778 

7,840 

7,800 

100 

8,437 

7,035 

6,464 

6,348 

98 

Switzerland  .... 

6,782 

6,993 

6,909 

6,975 

101 

United  Kingdom  4/ 

24,791 

26,784 

27 ,280 

28,019 

103 

1,882 

2,661 

2,760 

2,844 

103 

Czechoslovakia. . 

8,304 

•  10,474 

10,569 

10,692 

101 

Germany,  East... 

12,574 

15,944 

15,633 

15,873 

102 

Hungary   „ . . 

4,024 

4,193 

4,107 

4,299 

105 

28,373 

32,535 

32,954 

:  33,510 

102 

5,075 

6,036 

7,959 

:  8,289 

104 

4,945 

5,820 

5,659 

:  5,732 

101 

U.S.S.R.  3/  

126,347 

•  178,352 

181,439 

:  182,753 

101 

5,976 

9,917 

10,494 

:  10,625 

101 

Australia  „  

15,244 

•  16,574 

17,002 

:  16,133 

95  • 

New  Zealand  .... 

12,575 

•  13,907 

13,023 

:  13,423 

103 

637,568 

723,565 

726,302 

731,794 

101 

1_/  Preliminary.  2^/  1965  only.  New  series  of  Peruvian  statistics  initiated  in  1965. 
3^/  New  series.     4/  Total  sales  off  farm. 
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Per  capita  consumption  of  milk  and  dairy  products  in  17  major  milk 
producing  and  consuming  countries  in  1970  averaged  slightly  lower  than 
in  1969*    Thus  the  general  downward  trend  in  consumption  experienced 
by  the  dairy  industry  over  the  past  decade  continued.    On  a  milk- 
equivalent,  fat-solids  basis,  average  per  capita  consumption  of  dairy 
products  was  713  pounds  compared  with  715  pounds  in  I969.  Although 
per  capita  consumption  of  cheese  in  1970  again  showed  a  significant 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  the  gain  was  not  sufficient  to  offset 
declines  in  consumption  of  butter,  fluid  milk,  and  other  dairy  products. 

On  a  milk-equivalent  basis,  fluid  milk  and  cream,  butter,  and  cheese 
make  up  the  bulk  of  total  consumption  of  dairy  products.     In  1970,  these 
three  primary  products  on  a  country-by- country  basis  accounted  for  over 
90  percent  of  total  milk  consumed  domestically.     In  the  United  States, 
these  products  accounted  for  approximately  85  percent  of  total  milk 
consumed,  compared  with  around  95  percent  for  the  European  Community  (EC) 
countries.     In  the  United  States,  k'J  percent  of  the  total  consumption  of 
all  dairy  products  consisted  of  fluid  milk  and  cream,  20  percent  as 
butter,  and  I8  percent  as  cheese.     Comparable  product  distribution  in 
the  EC  was  27  percent  as  fluid  milk  and  cream,  ^7  percent  as  butter, 
and  21  percent  as  cheese.    Product  consumption  patterns  for  other 
selected  countries  for  fluid  milk  and  cream,  butter,  and  cheese  are 
as  follows : 


Denmark  -  k2,  k3,  and  ik  percent,  respectively;  Norway  -  53,  29,  and  IT; 
the  United  Kingdom  -  39,  45,  and  13;  Australia  -  35,  5I,  and  10;  and 
Nev  Zealand  -  32,  60,  and  ?. 

As  a  percentage  of  milk  production,  domestic  consumption  of  dairy 
products  in  milk  equivalents  in  I9TO  was  97  percent  in  the  United 
States,  177  percent  in  the  United  Kingdom  (the  major  importing 
country),  k6  percent  in  Denmark,  65  percent  in  Australia,  and  26  percent 
in  New  Zealand.     In  the  EC,  the  comparable  relationship  of  domestic 
consumption  to  production  averaged  88  percent,  rajiging  from  percent 
in  the  Netherlands  to  IO6  percent  in  Italy. 

Finland  again  had  the  highest  per  capita  consumption  of  milk  and  dairy 
products  in  19T0,  with  a  total  milk  equivalent  of  1,298  pounds.  There 
were  no  changes  in  the  ranking  of  countries  in  I970  from  1969  through 
the  first  seven  positions.    Ireland  was  second  with  1,228  pounds,  and 
New  Zealand  ranked  third  with  1,21k  pounds.     The  United  States  again 
ranked  l6th,  with  5^4  pounds. 

On  a  product  basis,  Norway  was  the  leading  per  capita  consumer  of 
fluid  milk  with  5^5  pounds.  New  Zealand,  of  butter  with  kO  pounds; 
France,  of  cheese  with  31*8  pounds;  the  Netherlands,  of  canned  milk 
with  22.9  pounds;  and  Sweden,  of  dried  milk  with  13.2  pounds.  While 
country  rankings  in  per  capita  food  use  of  the  principal  dairy  products 
do  not  vary  greatly  from  year  to  year,  patteras  of  dairy  food  use 
frequently  vary  substantially  from  one  country  to  another.     For  example. 
New  Zealand,  Finland,  and  Ireland  lead  in  per  capita  consumption  of 
butter  but  are  near  the  bottom  of  the  list  in  cheese  consumption.  In 
contrast,  France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Italy  rank  first,  fifth  and 
seventh  in  per  capita  cheese  consumption;  but  fifth,  15th,  and  last  in 
per  capita  consumption  of  butter. 

One  of  the  more  interesting  aspects  of  dairy  food  consumption  has  been 
a  significant  shift  in  recent  years  from  high-fat  to  lower  fat  products. 
This  is  most  clearly  evident  in  the  steady  upward  trend  in  per  capita 
consumption  of  cheese,  and  the  decline  in  use  of  butter.     In  the  United 
States,  per  capita  consumption  of  cheese  increased  from  8.6  pounds  in 
1961  to  11.5  pounds  in  1970,  while  per  capita  butter  consumption  for 
the  same  period  fell  from  7«^  to  5*3  pounds.     France's  per  capita  cheese 
consumption  increased  from  17«7  pounds  in  I961  to  31*8  pounds  in  1970, 
while  the  increase  in  butter  consumption  was  comparatively  modest.  In 
New  Zealand  per  capita  cheese  use  increased  by  more  than  kO  percent 
in  the  past  10  years,  while  per  capita  butter  consumption  declined 
almost  3  pounds. 
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From  1961  to  1970,  per  capita  consumption  of  all  milk  products  in  the 

17  countries  declined  from  738  pounds  to  713  pounds,  milk  equivalent, 
or  3  percent.    During  the  same  years,  per  capita  consumption  of  fluid 
milk  and  cream  declined  from  313  pounds  to  262  pounds--l6  percent — and 
per  capita  consumption  of  butter  dropped  from  12.9  pounds  to  12.1 
pounds — 6  percent.     In  contrast,  average  per  capita  consumption  of  cheese 
for  the  same  period  rose  from  11.8  pounds  to  IU.7  pounds,  an  increase 

of  25  percent. 

Milk  Production 

Total  milk  production  in  the  17  reporting  countries  in  1970  declined 
by  less  than  1  percent  from  19^9^  T^u't  average  per  capita  production 
declined  12  pounds  to  776  pounds.    Production  fell  in  11  countries 
with  all  but  four  countries  (Italy,  Netherlands,  United  Kingdom,  and 
Australia)  experiencing  decreases  in  milk  output  on  a  per  capita  basis. 
Milk  cow  numbers  in  1970  were  down  in  most  countries,  but  increased 
yields  per  cow  prevented  a  more  substantial  drop  in  production.  In 
New  Zealand,  however,  drought  and  subnormal  grazing  conditions  resulted 
in  a  fairly  sharp  decline  in  milk  production.     In  the  United  States, 
total  milk  production  was  up  for  the  first  time  in  5  years,  although 
per  capita  output  was  off  2  pounds  from  that  of  I969. 

Per  capita  milk  production  has  declined  steadily  during  the  past  decade. 
In  1961,  per  capita  output  in  the  17  countries  averaged  829  pounds,  or 
some  7  percent  above  the  1970  level. 

Total  Consumption  of  Dairy  Products 

Total  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  dairy  products  in  the  17  countries, 
on  a  milk-equivalent,  fat-solids  basis,  reached  372  billion  pounds  in 
1970,  up  about  3  billion  pounds  from  the  previous  year.     Fluid  milk  and 
cream  accounted  for  37  percent  of  the  total,  butter  38  percent,  cheese 

18  percent,  canned  milk  3  percent,  and  dried  milk  1  percent. 

Exports  of  dairy  products  constitute  an  important  portion  of  foreign 
exchange  earnings  for  some  countries.     In  these  countries,  the  type  and 
volume  of  manufactured  dairy  products  available  on  the  domestic  market 
may  depend  as  much  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  interest  in  the  foreign 
market  as  on  local  consumer  preferences. 

Fluid  Milk  and  Cream 

Per  capita  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  in  1970  for  the  17 
countries  averaged  262  pounds--2  pounds  less  than  in  I969.    Eight  of 
the  countries  had  per  capita  decreases,  eight  had  per  capita  increases 
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while  one  country--Canada--registered  no  change.     In  the  United  States 
per  capita  consumption  dropped  to  26k  pounds,  or  8  pounds  under  that 
of  1969.    The  leading  consumers  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  on  a  per  capita 
basis  were  as  follows  for  1970:    Norway,  5^5  pounds;  Irelajid,  ^69; 
Finland,  k62;  Denmark,  403;  and  New  Zealand,  393 •    Dairying  is  a  major 
industry  in  all  of  these  countries  and  consumption  of  whole  fluid  milk 
is  an  important  part  of  the  daily  diet. 

Butter 

Total  consumption  of  butter  in  1970  was  6.3  billion  pounds,  slightly 
below  the  I969  volume.    Average  per  capita  consumption  for  the  17 
countries  was  12.1  pounds,  compared  with  12.2  pounds  in  I969.  Again 
in  1970,  increases  in  per  capita  use  of  butter  were  reported  for  only 
five  countries.    These  countries  were  Austria,  Belgium,  Finland,  West 
Germany,  and  Italy.    In  the  United  States,  per  capita  consumption  of 
butter  again  declined,  continuing  a  trend  evident  since  the  early  19^0' s. 

Butter  production  in  the  EC  countries  declined  for  the  second  year  in 
a  row,  as  milk  output  was  down  slightly  and  more  milk  was  utilized  in 
cheese.    Total  butter  consumption,  however,  was  up  slightly  and  per 
capita  use  for  the  area  remained  at  the  I969  level  of  1^1.5  pounds. 
During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  sizable  quantities  of  EC  butter  was 
moved  in  the  domestic  market  under  special  sales  programs  at  reduced 
prices . 

The  five  leading  per  capita  consumers  of  butter  in  1970  were  New  Zealand 
with  kO  pounds,  Finland  3^.7^  Ireland  26.8,  Australia  21.4,  and  France 
21.1.    There  was  no  change  in  the  ranking  of  these  countries  from  that 
of  the  previous  year. 

In  the  United  Kingdom — by  far  the  largest  importer  of  butter — slightly 
higher  prices  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  probably  contributed 
to  the  moderate  decline  in  per  capita  consumption.     Supplies  of  New  Zealand 
butter,  a  dominant  quality  on  the  U.K.  market  fell  off  I8  percent  and  there 
was  some  reduction  in  imports  from  Denmark.    Although  these  shortfalls  were 
partly  made  up  by  larger  imports  from  other  sources,  total  U.K.  imports 
during  1970  were  5  percent  below  those  in  1969* 

Cheese 

Consumption  of  cheese  continued  its  upward  trend  isi  1970  with  total 
consumption  in  the  17  countries  reaching  7' 7  billion  pounds,  up  5 
percent  from  I969.    Per  capita  consumption  in  the  same  countries  also 


shoved  a  marked  overall  increase,  averaging  Ik.^  pounds,  compared  with 
Ih.l  pounds  in  the  previous  year.  Practically  all  countries  have  been 
utilizing  a  larger  share  of  their  total  milk  output  in  cheese  production. 

The  French  again  in  1970  were  the  standout  consumers  of  cheese  with  a  per 
capita  intake  of  ^l.Q  pounds.     Other  leading  users  were  the  Netherlands 
with  21.7  pounds  per  capita,  Denmark  20.6,  Switzerland  20. 5^ and  Sweden 
19.7*    Per  capita  consumption  in  the  United  States  increased  from  10. 9  pounds 
in  1969  to  11.5  pounds  in  1970.    Consumption  in  both  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  is  well  below  that  of  other  countries  with  similar  diet  patterns . 
However,  consumption  in  Australia  is  expected  to  increase  more  rapidly 
in  the  next  few  years  and  per  capita  use  in  New  Zealand  has  nearly  doubled 
in  the  past  10  years. 

Canned  Milk 

Total  consumption  of  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  (including  canned 
skim  railli)  was  5.5  billion  pounds  in  1970  in  the  I3  countries  for  which 
information  was  available,  with  average  per  capita  consumption  at  10.8 
pounds.    Corresponding  data  for  I969  were  5*6  billion  pounds  total  and 
11.2  pounds  per  capita.    Most  of  the  decrease  occurred  in  the  United 
States,  the  largest  consumer  in  total  volume.    On  a  per  capita  basis,  the 
United  States  ranked  fifth  with  12.1  pounds,  while  the  leading  country, 
the  Netherlands,  was  far  out  in  front  at  22.9  pounds.    West  Germany, 
Canada,  and  Australia  rounded  out  the  top  five. 

Dried  Milk 

Food  use  of  nonfat  dry  milk  was  available  for  Ik  countries.  Total 
consumption  in  1970  was  2  billion  pounds,  with  the  United  States 
accounting  for  approximately  half  of  this  volume.    The  1970  total  was 
108  million  pounds  less  than  1969.    Per  capita  consumption  averaged 
k  pounds  in  1970  and  4.3  pounds  in  I969.     Sweden  was  the  leading  per 
capita  consumer  in  1970  with  12.5  pounds,  followed  by  France  with  6.3; 
Canada,  6»2;  and  the  United  States,  5.3. 

Consumption  of  dried  whole  milk  in  I5  countries  totaled  h2Q  million 
pounds  in  1970,  k  million  pounds  less  than  the  preceding  year.  Average 
per  capita  use  in  these  countries  for  both  years  was  less  than  1  pound. 
Switzerland  leads  in  per  capita  consumption  with  2.7  pounds  and  Belgium 
is  second  with  2.3,  followed  by  Ireland  and  the  Netherlands  with  2.2 
pounds  each.    Per  capita  consumption  of  dry  whole  milk  in  the  United 
States  in  the  3  years  I968-7O  has  remained  at  a  negligible  rate  of 
0.2  pounds,  placing  it  last  in  per  capita  ranking. 
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PLEASE  NOTE:  First  Class  least  expensive 

under  PL  91-375,  May  l6,  1971 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication,  check 

here    and  return  this  sheet  and/ or  envelope 

in  which  it  was  mailed  and  your  name  will  be 
dropped  from  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed    PRINT  OR 

TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  CODE  and 
return  the  whole  sheet  and/ or  envelope  to: 
FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE,  Room  59l8  So. 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C.  202^0  
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